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AN HISTORIC SYNAGOGUE  IN NEW  ENGLAND

This beautiful colonial interior is that of a synagogue, said

to be the oldest in the United States, in Newport, Rhode

Island.    It was dedicated in the year 1763.    The tablet

shown is in memory of the Touro family.

the great Mohammedan Empire. There
are perhaps 50,000 Falashas or "black
Jews" in Ethiopia, though little is known
of them. Comparatively few Jews are
found anywhere in Australasia except in
Australia where there were over 23,500
in 1938. The commander of the Aus-
tralian forces in the first World War, Sir
John Monash, was a Jew.

Except in Argentina (260,000) and
Brazil (40,000), the number of Jews in
South and Central America is small. In
fact the modern Jew has not been at-
tracted to the Latin-American countries.
Except in Cuba and Jamaica, the number
in the West Indies is likewise trifling.
There are something like 20,000 in
Mexico.

In North America proper the story is

different Apparently the
first to come were a few of
the Sephardim who came
from Holland to New Am-
sterdam by way of Brazil in
1654. Others followed them
and a few German Jews as
well. Probably there were
several thousand at the Rev-
olution, but the great increase
was to come later, for the
United States has become in
recent years, the greatest
Jewish country in the world.
It is estimated that there were
over 4,700,000 in the United
States in 1938, and the num-
ber is larger now, as few
leave the country. Canada
had, in 1938, over 155,000
Jews, most of whom have
come since 1900.

Jews in the United States
belong, in the main, to three
great strains: descendants of
Spanish or Portuguese Jews
who arrived  in colonial or
early   national   times,   com-
paratively   few   in  number;
German Jews who began to
come  in considerable  num-
bers about the middle of the
nineteenth century and their
descendants;  and Eastern
European   Jews   who   began   to   arrive
twenty-five   or   thirty  years   later.     To
these may be added the recent refugees
who have fled Nazi Germany.

Though Jews are found in every state
in the Union, the American Jew is essen-
tially a city-dweller, and the largest num-
bers are found in the great cities, as New
York, Chicago, Philadelphia and Boston.
New York, alone, is believed to have
about 2,000,000, or more than a fourth
of the total population of the city. This
is the largest number of Jews ever gath-
ered together in the history of the world.
Economically the Jews have prospered
in the United States. While, of course,
there are many poor Jews, who must toil
fiercely for a livelihood, there are also
many who have amassed great wealth, and
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